
DRAMA OF THE AGES 
FLY THROUGH HISTORY WITH THE ANCIENT BOOK 

10. 1260 YEARS OF DARKNESS 



Dark was the night that settled over the world 

during this terrible time of persecution.  



Soon the leaders of the impure faith found 
that if the people had access to the true 
scriptures, they could stand for truth and 

expose their errors.   



First they tried 

producing corrupt 

scriptures mixed 

with Greek 

philosophy.  



Then began a war to destroy all Bibles, even 

their own corrupt ones, and those who 

would dare to read them.   



Bibles were burned everywhere and true 

believers were burned with them.  



It is only from a pathway stained with blood, 

and a miracle of God, that the true 

scriptures, we know as the Authorized King 

James Version, come down to us today!   



Jesus had said that the time of persecution 

would be shortened, and so it was.  



Through an amazing set of prophetic events, 

the renaissance began as hordes of 

Eastern peoples pressed westward away 

from the ravages of the Muslim warriors.  



With them they brought the true scriptures in 

Greek.  



These scriptures had been preserved, far 

from the encroachments of Rome and they 

fiercely exposed many of the errors of the 

Papacy.  



 Soon from the pages of the Bible, light 

shone out and God raised up people to put 

it forward.  



Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, Zwingli, and so on 

speeded the light on its way.  



Some perished at the stake, others lived 

hunted lives, but for these true-hearted 

souls, TRUTH was worth any price!  



1798 was the time foretold that the 

persecuting power of Rome was to receive 

a deadly wound and go into captivity.  



Precisely on that year Berthier a general of 

Napoleon, marched into Rome, took the 

Pope captive and he died in exile. For a 

brief period the papacy was gone.  



A new pope was soon elected but the 

political clout was gone, she still operated 

as a church but the beast-power that used 

the State to do her bidding was broken. 

The head had its deadly wound. 



At this same period in history, just as 

foretold in Revelation 13, a new power 

was rising, not in crowded Europe, 

(waters) but out of the 'earth', an area 

sparsely populated.  



What New nation 

was arising at 

this time? The 

USA.  



Almost as soon as the 'new world' was 

discovered, it became a refuge for people 

fleeing the persecution of their homelands 

by the Papacy and similar State churches.  



Some set up colonies in the New World that 

are still there today.  



Many centuries before 1798, the prophets 

Moses, Daniel and John had recorded 

time prophecies that were scheduled to 

end on 1798, 1843, and 1844. 



As the times neared, the Holy Spirit stirred 

up faith souls world-wide to investigate 

into these prophecies and a movement 

began based on this light from the sacred 

pages. 



All could see the events 

foretold to take place in 

1798 had been fulfilled 

and other time 

prophecies came under 

scrutiny. Men such as 

Joseph Wolfe, Manuel 

Lacunza, and William 

Miller were led to write 

and present these 

unfolding truths. 



Based largely on Daniel 8:14, the Great 

Second Advent Movement was born. 



The 'Time of the End' as spoken about in 

Daniel 12 and elsewhere, refers to the 

ending of these long time prophecies.  



The 1260 years ended in 1798--and sure 

enough, where was the terrible power of 

the medieval church? 'Wounded to death'.  



But there was another prophecy scheduled 

to end, the 2300 day/year prophecy was to 

end in 1844. 



Simultaneously all over the world toward the 

end of the 1700s and the early 1800s, 

people began to turn their attention to the 

prophecies of the book of Daniel.  



They began to 'run to and fro' in the 

scriptures, comparing text with text and 

prophecy with prophecy.  



Soon a powerful message began to go 

forth. Sometime in the 1840s, the time 

prophecy indicated a great event.  



Most students 
thought it was 

to be the 
Second 

Coming of 
Christ to the 

Earth. 



A huge religious awakening occurred that was 
not in any one denomination but swept the 
world. Soon many were sure from scripture 
that the event would happen on October 22, 

1844.  



People prepared their hearts to meet their 
Lord and they waited. But it seemed nothing 

happened. We call this the Great 
Disappointment.  



None of us who have not lived through this 

time can imagine the heartbreak of these 

dear ones who truly expected to see the 

Lord return and did not. 



Most abandoned their faith, but a tiny group 

said "No! We know the prophecy is 

correct, we must study until we learn what 

event it DID point to." 



Soon through much prayer and Bible searching 

the light came to those persistent ones. The 

Event foretold was the beginning of the 

'Investigative Judgment‘.  



This was the time when the judgment of all 

who had professed to serve God and 

believe in the Savior would start. Jesus 

had begun a new phase of His heavenly 

Ministry for His people.   



Each name would be examined to see if the 

person had taken hold of the power made 

available and lived an obedient life, turning 

away from the rebellion.  



If so, their sins would be blotted out and 

their names kept in the Book of Life. If not, 

if they had really continued in rebellion 

while professing to serve God, the name 

would be blotted out of the Book.  



This investigation began with the dead and 

will continue until it reaches the living and 

then probationary time will end and Jesus 

will return for His faithful ones. 
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